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Boucher Business Studios 
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 17 February 2016 

Minister Jonathan Bell 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment 

Netherleigh, Massey Avenue 

Belfast  

BT4 2JP 

 

Re: Request for urgent meeting re closure of Northern Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive 

 

Dear Minister 

As you are aware, the Northern Ireland Renewable Heat Incentive has been a key market support to stimulate 

change from heat produced by polluting fossil fuels to more environmentally sustainable biomass and other 

renewable energy types. The policy is a vital measure for Northern Ireland to achieve the 10% target for 

renewable heat by 2020.  

Biomass Energy Northern Ireland (BENI), which represents growers and suppliers of biomass in the province 

and is affiliated to European-level associations, has been to the forefront acknowledging your leadership and 

DETI’s commitment in implementing the RHI to achieve the targets and to tackle climate change. This is 

particularly relevant in light of the COP21 Paris agreement by global leaders.  

We therefore note with some dismay your announcement last week of the intention to close the domestic and 

non-domestic RHI schemes in Northern Ireland by 29 February 2016. This decimates the market for further 

development of renewable heat, and runs completely contrary to the policy announcement as recently as last 

autumn emphasising the importance of support to renewable heat. It also risks loss of thousands of jobs and 

millions of pounds of investment planned for the sector since last autumn.  

A further 4% heat from renewables is still required to reach NI’s 2020 target. This won’t be achieved if the 

RHI is closed. The UK Government's Spending Review and Autumn Statement announced on 25th November 

2015 included an energy package with increased funding for the RHI to £1.15 billion in 2021 to ensure the UK 

continues progress towards its climate goals. There is a new Budget to be announced in March, and there may 

be provision within that, for funding for the RHI. The NI Government’s announcement last week pre-empts 

and contradicts the wider UK policy. 

I therefore request an urgent meeting with you and senior DETI officials to discuss these implications and to 

consider an appropriate policy framework going forward to 2020 and beyond. 

Yours sincerely 

John Martin 

Chair, Biomass Energy Northern Ireland (BENI) 

jcmfarms@aol.com +44 7808 060037; www.biomassenergyni.com  

 

cc: John Mills, Head of Energy Division, DETI-NI 

cc: Patsy McGlone, MLA, Chairperson, Committee of Enterprise, Trade and Investment 

cc: Minister Amber Rudd, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
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